Critical Response Network


EMS Week Activities (May 18-24, 2008) 
Partnering with local Religious Organizations
Concept: You are already aware that many members of your organization are also members of local churches.  EMS Week is an ideal time to bring your EMS activities to the attention of your local congregations, highlighting the role that your organization plays in the community.  What better time than EMS Week for the churches to honor their members who are already your members, and to encourage others to serve where needed? 


Please note: the term ‘church’ as used here refers to any religious organization, i.e. temple, mosque, church, etc.

Possible Goals:
· Work with church leaders (priest, rabbi, minister, etc.) to speak on the topic of service to community as part of a sermon, recognizing the members of the congregation who are involved in EMS activities.  All major religions have examples of service to others and caring for the sick or injured that can be used as starting points.  Possibly one of your members could do a short presentation on your organization as part of the service. 

· Having your members stand to be recognized is a nice touch, albeit potentially embarrassing for the shy EMS volunteer.   Consider recognizing your volunteers’ families as well.  Their sacrifice and support is an important part of your members’ success.

· Have members attend religious activities wearing the (neat, clean) organization uniform.

· If crew members occasionally respond from church for calls, this is a good time to explain the importance of 24/7 coverage.

· Include in the church bulletin (or a generic supplement provided by the squad) information on the local rescue squad(s)/ambulance services, the need for volunteers both active and associate, EMS week activities, and any local training opportunities.

· Have squad brochures available at the end of the service.

· Park a rig outside and offer tours.

· Consider asking the local churches to sponsor a first aid or CPR course at their facility during the week or perhaps in the month or so after EMS Week.  Make sure you have the resources to run the classes before making the offer/request.

What to do:

· By the end of March, communicate to your membership that you would like to incorporate the churches in your area in your EMS week activities and ask for volunteers to approach each organization regarding participation.
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· Decide which activities you’d like to pursue with each organization.

· As soon as possible, have the designated contact for each church set up a meeting with the church leadership to introduce themselves and your service.  Ask for church participation in EMS week activities and come to an agreement on appropriate activities. Be sure to follow up with a letter outlining what was agreed.

· Develop a simple “church bulletin supplement” or template insert for use in their church bulletin. 

· Keep in touch throughout the entire process.

· Don’t forget to say thank you!   Send a thank you letter from your organization to each participating church.  And an additional one if they’ve sponsored a class or helped you in any extra way.
Cost: 

· Very little time for planning, pre-meeting with churches and preparation of materials

· Possible printing of some brochures

· Possible time to give tours or teach training classes

Benefits:
· Recognition of your current members

· Possible gain of new members

· Increased awareness by the community of the services you offer, your need for                 volunteers, and the dedication of the volunteers you have now.

Other thoughts:

· Do you have a Chaplain?  He or she is a good place to start.

· Many areas have umbrella organizations for local religious groups, like a Chamber of Commerce for local religious organizations.  This is an ideal starting point and can save you legwork.

· Make it easy for people to participate, your own as well as those from the church groups.  Keep it simple so details don’t get lost.  Spread the workload.

· Don’t forget to say thank you!   Saying thank you this year goes a long way toward your on-going relationships.
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