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EMS Week Activities (May 18-24, 2008) – Simple Ideas for EMS Week

Concept:    Even if your organization usually lets EMS Week slide by without so much as a nod, a little bit of good (relatively painless) public relations never hurts, and you may just find yourselves starting a new habit!  Here are a few cost and time effective ways to get your organization noticed in your community, at a time when there just may be some other good publicity going around to piggyback onto.

Consider:
· Inviting your local newspaper to take a picture of your ‘team’ alongside your vehicles in front of your building.  Or take it and submit it yourself with a short article.

· Have a friendly local politician sponsor an “EMS WEEK” proclamation in your town, village, or county and make sure it hits the media! 

· Write letters to the editor of your local newspapers reminding everyone it is EMS week.

· Ask your members to wear their uniforms around town and to work.  Be sure they have copies of your organization’s recruitment brochure to hand out.

· Ask to be on the agenda at your local Chamber of Commerce meeting and local fraternal organization meetings (Elks, Lions, Rotary, etc.) to do a short (5-15 minute) presentation on your organization and the importance of EMS in the community.  Be sure to have your recruitment brochures with you.

· ‘Go to school!’…your local preschools and kindergartens, that is.  Invite the parents! Bring the ambulance.  Talk about what to do in an emergency, how to use 911.  Distribute coloring books, include your recruitment brochure (the little kids do bring stuff home!).  With the kids in school for a few hours, maybe there are some parents with a few volunteer hours to spare??

· Maybe even hold a casual Open House, although this takes the most advance planning.  It can be a great opportunity to give your community better insight into what you do, and you might even inspire a few to join your ranks!

Cost/Benefits:  Each idea is a low cost way to gain maximum exposure for your organization  

with a minimum of effort, and by taking advantage of the EMS Week umbrella you  gain added impact.  
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