"There is no such thing as a new idea. It is impossible. 
We just take a lot of old ideas and put them into a sort of mental kaleidoscope. We give them a turn, and they create new and curious combinations. We keep turning making new patterns, but they are the same old pieces of glass that have been in use throughout all the years."
--Mark Twain
"I believe that the rendering of useful service is the common duty of mankind and that only in the purifying fire of sacrifice is the dross of selfishness consumed and the greatness of the human soul set free" -- John D. Rockefeller Jr.


"Hard things are put in our way, not to stop us, but to call out our courage and strength." -- Anonymous
"I can think of no more stirring symbol of man's humanity to man than a fire engine"
~Kurt Vonnegut

Personally, I am always ready to learn although I do not always like being taught."

--Winston Churchill,
British prime minister 

Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire.  William Butler Yeats

To the world you may be one- but to one you are the world.  

Dr. Martin Luther King said, “Everyone has the power of greatness; not for fame, but greatness. Because greatness is determined by service.”

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” Margaret Mead 

“Until he extends the circle of his compassion to all living things, man will not himself know peace.” Albert Schweitzer
DILBERT'S RULES OF ORDER
1. I can only please one person per day. Today is not your day. Tomorrow is not looking good either.

2. I love deadlines. I especially like the whooshing sound they make as they go flying by.

3. Tell me what you need, and I'll tell you how to get along without it.

4. Accept that some days you are the pigeon and some days the statue.

5. Needing someone is like needing a parachute. If he isn't there the first time, chances are you
won't need him again.

6. I don't have an attitude problem, you have a perception problem.

7. Last night I lay in bed looking up at the stars in the sky, and I thought to myself, where the
heck is the ceiling?

8. My reality check bounced.

9. On the keyboard of life, always keep one finger on the escape key.

10. I don't suffer from stress. I am a carrier.

11. You are slower than a herd of turtles stampeding through peanut butter.

12. Meddle not in the affairs of dragons, for thou art crunchy and taste good with ketchup.

13. Everybody is somebody else's weirdo.

14. Never argue with an idiot. They drag you down to their level, and then beat you with experience.

15. A pat on the back is only a few centimeters from a kick in the butt.

16. Don't be irreplaceable - if you can't be replaced, you can't be promoted.

17. After any salary raise, you will have less money at the end of the month than you did before.

18. The more crap you put up with, the more crap you are going to get.

19. You can go anywhere you want if you look serious and carry a clipboard.

20. Eat one live toad the first thing in the morning and nothing worse will happen to you the
rest of the day.

21. If it weren't for the last minute, nothing would get done.

22. When you don't know what to do, walk fast and look worried.

23. Following the rules will not get the job done.

24. When confronted by a difficult problem, you can solve it more easily by reducing it to the
question, "How would the Lone Ranger handle this?"
Ben Franklin: These names of virtues, with their precepts, were:

1.  TEMPERANCE.  Eat not to dullness; drink not to elevation.

2.  SILENCE.  Speak not but what may benefit others or yourself; avoid trifling conversation.

3.  ORDER.  Let all your things have their places; let each part of your business have its time.

4.  RESOLUTION.  Resolve to perform what you ought; perform without fail what you resolve.

5.  FRUGALITY.  Make no expense but to do good to others or yourself; i.e., waste nothing.

6.  INDUSTRY.  Lose no time; be always employ'd in something useful; cut off all unnecessary actions.

7.  SINCERITY.  Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently and justly, and, if you speak, speak accordingly.

8.  JUSTICE.  Wrong none by doing injuries, or omitting the benefits that are your duty.

9.  MODERATION.  Avoid extreams; forbear resenting injuries so much as you think they deserve.

10.  CLEANLINESS.  Tolerate no uncleanliness in body, cloaths, or habitation.

11.  TRANQUILLITY.  Be not disturbed at trifles, or at accidents common or unavoidable.

12.  CHASTITY.  Rarely use venery but for health or offspring, never to dulness, weakness, or the injury of your own or another's peace or reputation.

13.  HUMILITY.  Imitate Jesus and Socrates.
“The rung of a ladder was never meant to rest upon, but only to hold a man’s foot long enough to enable him to put the other somewhat higher.”
Thomas Henry Huxley, a great wildlife biologist during the late 19th century and supporter of Charles Darwin.   

Though the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s Fire Management Mentoring Program may only be a single rung in your career ladder, we believe it to be, for many, the first significant step in defining the height in which your career will reach. Every ladder needs solid support to prevent you from falling. The higher you wish to climb, the more support you need. A formal mentor can provide the necessary stabilization allowing you to take that next step up.
Quote found on the US Fish and Wildlife Service page on their Mentoring program.
“Behind every successful person, there is one elementary truth. Somewhere, some way, someone cared about their growth and development.”
Author and career consultant Donald Miller

"If you don't like change, you're going to like irrelevance even less."

--Gen. Eric Shinseki, 
former Army Chief of Staff
Zig Ziglar to guide my life: "You can have everything in life you want if you can just help enough other people get what they want."
"Remember upon the conduct of each depends the fate of all." 

Alexander the Great 
(Ancient Greek King of Macedon, 356 BC-323 BC)

As Yogi Berra once said... 

"Before we build a better mousetrap, 
we need to find out if there are any mice out there."

Gordon H. Selfridge: The boss drives people; the leader coaches them. The boss depends on authority; the leader on good will. The boss inspires fear; the leader inspires enthusiasm. The boss says "I"; The leader says "WE". The boss fixes the blame for the breakdown; the leader fixes the breakdown. The boss says, "GO"; the leader says lets, "GO!"

A true friend never gets in your way unless you happen to be going down. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

All some folks want is their fair share and yours. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

An idea not coupled with action will never get any bigger than the brain cell it occupied. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

Expecting something for nothing is the most popular form of hope. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

Fear is the lengthened shadow of ignorance. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

Improvement begins with I. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

Laughter is a tranquilizer with no side effects. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

Live so that your friends can defend you but never have to. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

One of the tests of leadership is the ability to recognize a problem before it becomes an emergency. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

One of the true tests of leadership is the ability to recognize a problem before it becomes an emergency. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

Success is simple. Do what's right, the right way, at the right time. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

Success isn't a result of spontaneous combustion. You must set yourself on fire. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

Telling a teenager the facts of life is like giving a fish a bath. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

The fewer the facts, the stronger the opinion. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

The key to everything is patience. You get the chicken by hatching the egg, not by smashing it. 
Arnold H. Glasow 

What the country needs are a few labor-making inventions. Arnold H. Glasow 
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